Experimental For reactions conducted under anhydrous conditions glassware was dried overnight in an oven at 130 °C and was allowed to cool in a dessicator over anhydrous KOH. Anhydrous reactions were carried out under argon. Solvents were BOC standard reagent grade and distilled before use. Reagents/solvents for anhydrous reactions were dried as follows: THF was distilled from sodium wire with benzophenone as indicator. Dichloromethane, carbontetrachloride, hexane, acetonitrile, toluene, pyridine, N,Ndimethylformamide and triethylamine were dried and stored over 4 Å molecular sieves. Methanol was dried and stored over 3 Å molecular sieves. Sulfate buffer was prepared by dissolving 1.5 mol of 
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Crystal data for chloro phosphinate 6: C 27 H 30 ClO 4 The structure was solved with SHELXS-97, 13 and refined with SHELXL-97. 13 CCDC reference number 600429. See http://www.rsc.org/suppdata for crystallographic data in .cif or other electronic format.
